


He started his career as a boy player with the Blackfriars 
boy company in 1600. He played in children’s 
companies until the age of 26, and had joined the King’s 
Men by 1616. He had a reputation for being a ladies’ 
man: he left the King’s Men in 1619 after a scandal over 
fathering a child with the Countess of Argyll. He died the 
following year.
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Considered one of the most famous actors of his time, 
most likely played all of Shakespeare’s leading roles, 
such as Richard III, Hamlet, Othello and Lear. He was a 
shareholder in the Theatre and the Blackfriars theatre 
and from 1599 in the Globe theatre. When he was 
buried the engraving on his gravestone famously read 
‘Exit Burbage’.
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