
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Familiar words  

Start with any passage of Shakespeare and write a list of the words you do not know the 

meaning of.  Then write a list of words you know the meaning of, but that Shakespeare 

would have been mystified by e.g.  

Shakespeare’s words I don’t know,                  Modern words Shakespeare wouldn’t know  

 

1. Jauncing                                  1. Selfie 

2.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Can you find out what Shakespeare’s words mean and provide Shakespeare with a 

definition of the words he wouldn’t understand? Try rewriting passages from Shakespeare 

in modern English but including at least 4 or 5 words you know the meaning of, but which 

would  baffle Shakespeare.  

 

 

 

 

 


